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Présentation de I'éditeur

One of the pre-eminent American sculptors of the twentieth century, David Smith (1906-1965) was a
powerful innovator. He revolutionized the possibilities of his medium by introducing the industrial process
of welding and materials such as steel to the studio. Consequently, Smith was able to manipulate metal into
extraordinarily imaginative and varied compositions - using it literally to 'draw in space’. Smith took abstract
sculpture - previoudly afigurative medium - to new heights by creating layered planes and richly burnished
or painted surfaces. A reclusive figure, Smith established his studio and foundry in rural Bolton Landing in
the Adirondack Mountainsin upstate New Y ork, filling the surrounding fields with his monumental
sculptures. Although he is predominantly known as a scul ptor, this book also sheds valuable light on Smith's
prolific output of drawing, sketching, writing and photography. Biographie de I'auteur

Joan Pachner has published and lectured widely on David Smith's work. She pioneered the study of the
artist's photographs in her contribution to David Smith: Photographs 1931-1965 (1998), and with
presentations on this subject at University College London in 2004 and at the Solomon R Guggenheim
Museum, New Y ork, in 2006. She has also contributed to such publications as The Fields of David Smith
(1997) and Painted Steel : The Late Work of David Smith (1998). As an independent art historian, Pachner
specializesin modern sculpture and lectures at the Museum of Modern Art, New Y ork.
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